
 

Doshisha University 

 

2016 Report on the Individual Research Allowance  

– Research Progress and Results 

 

 29 / 11 / 2016 submitted 

 

Department Title Name 

The Institute 

for the Liberal 

Arts 

Assistant 

Professor 

David Uva 

Research Topic 

 

 

Japanese History Textbooks in English 

Summary of 

Research 

Results 

In 2016, I conducted research on history textbooks and historical sources in English that are used as class 

reading material in courses of Japanese history. In my intermediate seminar classes I first let my students 

read several textbooks containing information about the Nara period (spring semester) and the Heian 

period (fall semester) and asked to compare them. Next, I engaged in group discussions to find out the 

students’ understanding of the historical narratives and specific problems (such as discrepancies, 

omissions, and historical terminology) they faced with when reading certain sources. Based on the 

students’ feedback I was able to identify several difficulties that are affecting their understanding of 

history. To deal with these difficulties, I divided my seminar class into workgroups of two to four 

students focusing on political, social, economic, religious and cultural developments respectively in 

order to create a narrative that explains historical developments more comprehensively and that also 

includes definitions and analyses of specific historical structures of for example government, society, 

economy and capital cities. These narratives and analyses were then discussed, improved and edited 

under my supervision in class. As a result, a study guide was created that can be used as a resource for 

students studying Japanese history in English. This document is divided into sections containing a short 

narratives and analyses of political, social, economic, religious and cultural developments. Furthermore, 

it includes a list of Japanese terminology and historical characters, figures and maps that offer additional 

definitions and explanations. At the end of the semester, I interviewed my students individually to obtain 

additional feedback about the class project, the created document and their understanding of the 

historical period that was researched. 

 

 

 


