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Results 

This year I have been looking into university students’ uses of English and 

Roman script on extracurricular activities posters, such as sports clubs and 

music circles etc. Mark Sebba (2012) proposes a framework for analysing 

multilingual written texts as multimodal constructions where that is deemed to 

have potential. He proposes that researchers of written codeswitching and 

code-mixing develop their own frameworks which focus on different units of 

analysis (grammatical, genre-specific, and visual-spatial units) rather than 

turn-taking, and the various relationships within and between the units: 

language-spatial relationships, language-content relationships and language 

mixing types. 

Overall, I have classified the student posters thus far as COMPLEMENTARY 

using Sebba’s framework. Although there are examples of symmetry, most of 

the time the languages and scripts are asymmetrically positioned on the 

posters. As for the language content relationships between units, they are on 

the whole DISJOINT with some OVERLAPPING instances but none of the 

posters are wholly equivalent; there is almost always more information in the 

Japanese language and scripts. While there are quite a lot of 

MONOLINGUAL units in either Japanese or English, there are few posters 

which are entirely monolingual. As far as language mixing types, the posters 

are on the whole MIXED with some instances of LANGUAGE NEUTRAL 

units. Having said all this, it is worth pointing out that English and Roman 

script is primarily noticeable because it is represented far less on the posters 

overall. 

With the help of my individual research budget, I have been fortunate to 

present these findings at two international conferences in 2015/2016 (CAES 

2015 in Hong Kong; CamTESOL 2016 in Phnom Penh), as well as meet and 

collaborate with like-minded colleagues in other contexts, and I look forward 

to continuing the research in 2016. 
 

 


