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研 究 題 目 

 

 

里山地域における生物多様性の変化に関する研究 

研 究 成 果         

 

 
の 概 要         

 

 

2018 年度は中山間里山地域の荒廃に伴う生物多様性の消失に関する研究を行うことを

計画し、計画書には「里山の荒廃が生物の多様性にどのような影響を与え得るのかを定

量的に明らかにすることを主目的としつつ、その結果から中山間地域の生物の多様性を

維持するためにどのような方法があるのか検討・考察する。」とした。 

 

計画書に沿って生物多様性の定量的なデータ（多様性指数）を収集するために、

2016~2017 年度に調査を行った大分県国東半島の集落（サンプルポイント）にコドラ

ートを設置し、草本植物の調査を行ったが、予備調査の段階で１コドラートにかかる時

間が想定以上にかかることが判明した。 

 

調査対象地域が京都から離れた国東半島であるため時間的にも金銭的にも頻繁に通う

ことが難しく、意味のある解析に必要なコドラート数を年度内に集めることは不可能だ

と考え、最終的には計画書に記載した方法には限界があると感じ研究計画を断念した。 

 

この経緯を踏まえ、2018 年度のテーマである「里山の荒廃が生物の多様性にどのよう

な影響を与えるのか」という主旨を活かしつつも、より現実的に遂行が可能な計画を再

考した（2019 年度の研究計画に反映）。具体的には、フィールド調査での滞在を最小限

に抑えられるようなデータ収集方法、そして共同研究者とのより密接な協働がそれであ

る。2018 年度は成果という観点からは良い収穫が無かったが、今後の研究計画を練る

にはよい機会になったと考えている。 
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Department Title Name 

Center for 

Global 

Education 

Professor Robert W. Aspinall 

Research 

Topic 

The politics of education in Japan and the UK with a focus on international 
education and higher education policy 

Summary of 

Research 

Results 

During the academic year 2018-19, with the help of funding from Doshisha 
University, I was very active in conducting research into various topics 
relating to education and politics in England and Japan.  
 
Conferences and other academic events 
I helped to organize a program in June 2018 for five visiting researchers from 
Sussex University, UK who visited Doshisha University in order to carry out 
research into higher education in Japan. 
On May 25th, 2018, I gave a talk at the Japan Center for Michigan Universities 

(located in Hikone) entitled “The Trials and Tribulations of Being a Foreign 

Teacher in the Japanese University System: how ‘native-speaker’ lecturers 

cope with protectionism.”  
I organized a workshop at Doshisha University that was held on 26th January 
2019. The theme was the teaching of academic writing 
On 10 January, 2019 I gave a talk at the Symposium organized by the English 

Teachers in Japan (ETJ) and held at Sugiyama University, Nagoya. My talk 

was entitled ‘University English Entrance Exams: Past Present and Future.’ 
On 5 March, 2019 I gave a talk at the Centre for Higher Education and Equity 
Research, University of Sussex, UK. The talk was entitled ‘Being a Migrant 
Academic in Japan’.  
On 8 March, 2019 I participated in a colloquium on Japanese Politics at St 
Antony’s College, Oxford. My talk was entitled Teachers’ Unions as Interest 
Groups: How teachers’ unions in Japan compare to those in other nations.’  
 
Publications 2018-19 
Robert W. Aspinall “Violence in Schools: tensions between ‘the individual’ 

and ‘the group’ in the Japanese education system” in Critical Issues in 

Contemporary Japan Second Edition Jeff Kingston (ed.) London and New 

York: Routledge, pp232-24. Published in March 2019. 

 

Robert W. Aspinall “Three English Scholars on Japanese Education” in 日英

教育研究フォーラム第２２号（日英教育学会）Published in August 2018. 

 

Academic Editor 

Over the past year I have been working as a regional editor for Bloomsbury 

Education, an academic publisher based in London, on a project to compile a 

digital archive of short articles on various aspects of the education systems of 



various nations. The first stage of the project is due for completion in late 

March, 2019. 

 
Action Research 
I spent significant time planning and improving the courses I teach at 
Doshisha University as well as discussing general features of the new Center 
for Global Education curriculum with colleagues within the CGE and in other 
departments. I attended the 44th Annual International Conference on Language 
Learning and Teaching held by JALT in Shizuoka from 23rd November to 26 
November, 2018 in which I participated in seminars and workshops on EMI, 
inter-cultural education and other topics. 



 

Doshisha University 

 

2018 Report on the Individual Research Allowance  

– Research Progress and Results 
 

  3 / 11  / 2019     submitted 

 

Department Title Name 

Center for 

Global 

Education 

Associate 

Professor 

George Solt 

Research 

Topic 

Cultural History of Modern Japan 

Summary of 

Research 

Results 

I continued researching and writing my book manuscript on the role of Indian cuisine 

and independence in Japanese history. In order to gain critical feedback, and to 

introduce my project to an international audience, I presented my latest research at a 

conference at Taipei Medical University in Taiwan on March 7-8, 2019.  

 

In also presented a talk on U.S. scholarship on the Meiji Restoration to the Society of 

Comparative Culture Scholars of Japan at Doshisha University on March 2, 2019. 

 

In addition, an article that I wrote about the late scholar Masao Miyoshi’s critical 

interventions in Japanese studies in the U.S. is now in press, and will be published in 

the summer of 2019. 

 

My first book has now been translated into simplified Chinese for the mainland China 

market, and will be published there in the spring or summer.   

 

There was also a historical documentary based on my first book produced by Nippon 

Hoso Kyoku, for which I was interviewed and asked to contribute documentary 

evidence. The program aired in July, 2018.    

 

 

 


